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hold of every string transferred or reserved in the
Government. He very soon gave indications that he
u as out to free the official bloc from its serfdom to the
Mahomed an group. He threw over the nominees of
Sir Fazl-i-Hussain to the vacant Ministership, and,
when some shuffling was necessary on the return of
"{?ir Fazl-i-Hussair from the Government of India,
Sardar Tara Singh, a new recruit to the so-called
rural party, headed by Sir Fazl-i-Hussain was
Chaudhri Chotu Ram. Sardar Jogendra Singh was
appointed, who did not belong to the Ministerialists.
In the matter of appointments also there was a distinct
change. The vacancy caused by the retirement of Sir
Abdul Raoof from a Judgeship of the High Court wont
not to a member of the same community, but to tho
Government advocate, who was a Christian. This was
all to the good, as also the quashing of the Money
Lenders Bill, which was one of the most exciting arid
bitter chapters of political controversy in this Pro-
vince. The Money Lenders Bill was moved by a pri-
vate member, but it was given the facilities of a Gov-
ernment measure, as it owed its inception to an official
member, and the private member was merely tho
putative father.
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The elections of 1926 brought further changes in the
administrative machinery. Chaudri Lai Chand and
Chaudri Chobu Ram had boon representatives and
nominees of tho Ministerial Party, A now alliance was
made with the bloc of Raja Narondra Nath and it was
quite on tho tapis that, with the assistance of tho
Mon-ministerialists, Government would carry on. Tho
Government accepted Mr. Manohar Lai as Minister,
appointed Bakshi Tek Chand to tho High Court, and
roappointed Sardar Jogendra Singh. A telegram, how-
ever, from one of the Congress members, that the Con-
gress group could not co-operate with any ministry,
upset the calculated equilibrium and tho Governor
had to turn again to the " MinistcrialistH " for some
support. Chaudri Shahabuddin was their nominee,
but he was superseded and Malik Feroa Khan Noon,
who had the support of five or sis: votes in the Council,
was appointed. Angry meetings were held at tho
house of a prominent official, where no-confidonco
motions were drawn up.

The Present Ministry,

The present ministry, if not a very outstanding one,
was about as good as could have been appointed. It
is somewhat unfortunate that none of the members of
the present ministry can be regarded as representa-
tives of a public opinion as understood in tne West.
There is some semblance of unitary Government, be-
cause after the Muddiman Committee some attempt
was made to take decisions on matters jointly in the
Executive Council. The Ministers have made no secret
that the policy of their departments is the policy of
the Governor, and it is neither their policy nor the
policy of the Council. This state of affairs may be
satisfactory from the actual results if the Governor is
an exceptionally intelligent man, but whether this is
desirable in the light of constitutional development is
very dubious.

For the moment the policy of communalism is out
of the limelight. It was never a very convincing
policy nor carried great weight with the masses.
There have been riots and some very bloody riots, but
the controversy has been superficial. So long as a
people have nothing else to quarrel about, religion is
the last resort. There can be no doubt that the evils of
communalism originate in communal electorates. In
the present system, educated gentlemen have to seek
election on tenets and beliefs with which they have
little sympathy and their entire public careers are
moulded, not in the interests of progress, but in the
interests of the retention of, their seats and offices.
That religion is merely a trade mark for most com-
munalists is distinctly in evidence, that many pro-
minent men who proclaim that Islam is in danger
break many tenets that Islam holds dear every day of
their lives, and similarly those who plead that Hindu

interests are being sacrificed to do the same. The
masses are not communally biased. Theirs are
economic interests and the man in the fields under-
stands his crops bettor than his God.

Momentous Years.

The years 1920-28 havo boon momentous in tho
annals of Punjab history. Punjab has been traditional
for its commonsense and practical nature. To the rest
of India Punjab has always been more or less an
Ulster. Punjab is generally prosperous and prosper-
ous people arc less inclined to favour changes of
administration. That is behind tho policy ol rural
encouragement in successive Punjab administrations.
But with prosperity COIUOH progress, and progress leads
to enlightenment. The reforms in tho Punjab have
been, ii' viewed from a detached standpoint, success-
ful. There have possibly boon some chapters that do
not do credit to the history of these yoarw, but these
have boon more or loss the result of extreme causes
rather than inherent incapacity to view matters in
their correct perspective. As Sir John JMaynard put it,
the Reforms in the Pun jab have brought forth sensible
councils, intelligent, electors, capable ministers, and
that there is no half-way house hefcwcen dyarchy and
full responsible Government.

If asked whether in view of tho history of the com-
H'unal strife m this Province, we should be willing
to entrust tho Government to a Ministry entirely
autonomous, say, headed by Sir VaxU-HiiRsain, we
would answer in the aftirmativn, No Government, not
ovon a communal (iovermmml, can curry on in total
disregard ol" other interosiH or progress, and parties
and groups on IHKUOS other than communal arc hound
to bo formed. Shorn of the prominent^ givon to
matters of petty communal iuttmwb, tho Reforms have
proved an oni oi' marked progroHM, of vaulable experi-
ence, and enhanced responsibility. There have been
shortcomings in HOMO particulars; no nohonio of things
<-oul(l or has over boon perfect. Tho working of the
Legislative Council, tho handling by Ministers of their
portfolios, the co-oporation of tho Press have, iu spite
oi handicaps, boon successful. The outstanding con-
tribution to tho development of responsible Govern-
mont is undoubtedly that of Sir Fussl-i-Hussain. One
may not agree with everything that Im has done, but
he has demonstrated the power and capacity of his
countrymen to handle tho administrative machinery,
ffailwre of Dyarchy.
The failure of clyarehy has long been recognised by
Indian public opinion, but the main contentions of
the Indian standpoint were borno out to the Muddi-
man Committee by Sir John Maynard, then member
of the Executive Council in this Province. A briof
reference to the salient admissions contained in this
evidence may, therefore, not be out of place.
The contention of the Indian witnesses were, in the
main (1) that there was interference by the Govern-
ment of India in matters which mainly concerned
Local Governments j (2) that the powers of ministers
have been considerably curtailed awnd obstructed by
the interference of the Local Finance Department;
(3) that the services enjoy and have enjoyed special
privileges; (4) that the real communal antagonism is
not in the masses but in the papers; (5) that the
" Reforms " were responsible for the party bitter-
ness; that the system of communal electorates and'
communal Government must be done away with,
(6)  that dyarchy has failed and must be o-bolished;
(7)  that the people have demonstrated their ability
for responsible government j (8) that there can be no
half measure and that it must fee full responsible
government.
It may be surprising but each of these contentions
was amply established by Sir John Maynard, (1) as
to the interference by the Government "of India, Sir
John, admitted there waa a difference of opinion
between the Government of India and the Punjab
Government over the assent of the former to the in-
troduction of certain Bills ol local importance. Two